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Literary Notes.
The Peterson Magazine for January

is a gem, artistically, and from a

literary standpoint, and the faithful-
ness with which its publishers have
lived up to their promises iu the past
is a safe augury that the January num-

ber is au index to the excellent things
to be given iu this magalne during
the year. The article on Washington

the citizen, soldier, stateman, pa7

triot, alone is worth many times the
price of a year's subscription, and
The Forty Immortals" is a treasure-trov- e

of good things. The portraits
and illustrations are all of the highest
degree of artistic excellence.

Among the many notable features to
appear in McClure's Magazine in the
next few mouths, is an article on Col.

Kllaworth, by Col. John Hay. Ells-

worth's death at Alexandria "the Hist

Just what you have been
waiting for.- -Popular Education.

The institutes of public school tench
ers do not receive an much attention
from the people as they deserve. These
institutes are really of more interest
and importance than the political
meeiinirs to which the people give pref
erence of consideration, and it is to he
res-rette- for manv and substantial dm.meconsiderations that so much indiller
euce exists with regard to their pro

conspictous victim or tne war' al-

though he was only twenty-four- , was
-- INrPAhincva It i trittf to KAV that the the dramatic end of a most romantic

education of the masses is indispensable and picturesque career, and uo one
knows its details so well as Colonel

Hay. Villsworth "was one of the dear
est of the friends of my youth," guts

ry hoods, yorpots, (OlMolyoColonel fay. Moreover, he was a par-
ticular favorite and jirutojc of President
Lincoln's when Colonel Hay was Lin
coln's private secretary. Colonel Hay's
paper, therefore, is one of quite extra
ordinary interest. There will be pub
lished with it some very interesting
pictures. K. A. llobinson, who, as
editor of the Ciyil and Military Gazette,
at Lahore, India, had Uudyard Kipling
for his assistant and lived iu the closest
intimacy with him, has written a paper
telling all about Kipling's life in India

how he ground at the editor's desk,

IMlavirsg purchased the entire stock of Pry
oods3 arpets5 Capes and Jackets

of F E, Pollasky
AT A GREAT SACRIFICE

we must and will ivdmv tin as quickly as pussiM. TIih nivalis a n;at nil in piiiWuii 15, UOU worth
of choice goods. V intend to ish a Mrictly Dry Goods and Carpet sion in Aluia, and
deem it necessary to introduce ourselves to the public through this the greatest SUlllglltCr SUlC ever
inaugurated in Central Michigan.

daily doing the drudgery of thiee or
four ordinary meu, and making his
modest ventures toward a wider fame
as opportunity offered; and describing
his personal manners and appearance
at the time when he was just begin
ning to be known.

Great Offer,
Send me the names and addresses of

three or more good canvassers, with
cents in postage stamps and 1 will mail

Irfcyou copy of "The World Family Kegis- - ra cw T3

l9 mter neatly tubed, packed and postage
prepaid. That sells every where for $1.00 J v$Klegantlv emrraved. size l'ixiL It a a e. a s? fe P s
cost S'JOOO to produce. Address

U. II. St house,
Indianapolis, lud.

Eiwcll We propose to make our bargains open the purses of
the closest buyers. For lack of space we quote prices
on but few lines, as follows:

Putt Taylor did business iu Alma

to the security and progress of our sys-

tem of government. The idea of popu-

lar sovereignty carries with it the impli-

cation of popular intelligence and a

gradual increase of the aggregate sum
of useful knowledge. At least nine-tenth- s

of the children of the country
only such obtain education as is pro-

vided by the public schools, and it

follows that the influence of the.se

schools in all the iields of ordinary
employment surpasses that of any
other one agency. The functions
of the teachers have a direct and
serious relation to the common welfare
and prosperity. They are not less

worthy of support and honor, when
their work is well done, than the
statesmen who make our laws and the
commanders who win our battles.
Their service is of a kind that alTfcts
the very foundations of society, and
goes to the shaping of nntional char-

acter and national destiny, not in oue
respect aloue. but in an inclusive and

complete sense.
It is easy to see, therefore, that a

gathering of public school teachers has
a highly important meaning, and
should not be lightly regarded. We

derive from such gatherings our best
information as to the condition and
prospects of the cause of education in

its broad and practical siguilicance.
Those who attend the meetings of

these bodies, however, or read the
reports of the proceedings with sulli-cie-

care to comprehend them, will
find that while the public school are

generally believed to be operating suc-

cessfully, they are not coming up to
their possibilities. It is an unpopular
assertion to make, but it is a fact,
nevertheless, that the vast amount of

money appropriated for the education
of the masses does not produce the
best attainable results. The teachers
themselves tacitly admit as much by

pointing out how numerous improve-
ments could be made. They do not

acknowledge any fault on their own

part; and yet there is reason to believe

that some of their methods and tend-

encies are decidedly hurtful. Certain-

ly their theory of arbitrary classitica
tion, for instance, has the effect, often,
of suppressing as much talent as It

develops. The pupils are forced there-

by to a common level and a uniform
process of mental growth, as so many-animal-

s

are fattened for market.
There is a constant waste of intellect-
ual energy on account of this lack of
discrimination as to different degrees
and kinds of capacity, and mediocrity
accordingly becomes the rule, with no
chance for superiority to make its
due prgress and gain its jutt
advantage. Other defects and draw-

backs might be mentioned. Souices of

complaint are numerous, and it is not
a sufficient answer to say that the
schools deserve praise for their present
measure of effectiveness when the
opportunities to make them very much
better are persistently neglected.

Tuesday.
Clarence Glassburn of Fostoria, U.,

isited with friends here over Sunday.
Mrs. Stiuchomb of Greenville visited

ber brother, T. J. J.larton, ovei Sun
dav.

II. Uogert has finished his logging job
which he had taken from F, i:. Pol- -

lasky.

(. Ic

.'!(

Ic,

:;Ac

Ic

10c

5,000 yards Standard IJ, Sheeting
,000 yards Standard 1'rinls

.',000 yards Choice Dress Print-,rn- n

vards Crash
'Mi) vanls Turkey Red Table Linen

5,000 yards Outing Flannel
500 yards Shirting Flannel, lornier price liOc.

Steven Potter and wife of Mt. Pleas
ant visited with friend here on Satur

; iAe

15e
22c

No
lie

47c
2;Jc

Children's Heavy Underwear
Ladie Jleasy Underwear, former price- J5c
Ladies' Heavy Underwear, former price a5c,
Ladies1 Fine. A Scarlet and Gray, former

price l.L.r,
:.00 lbs All-Woo- l Varn

10 do.en All-Line- n Towels, former price 'J5C,

a00 rolls Hatting
J00 Mlankets, white and gray, former price 75u,
r0O yards Ingrain Carpet, former price i3iic,

day last.
Jas. Kirk,whhas been visiting with

friends here and Alma for the past few
weeks, left for his home in Chicago on
Monday last.

r00 )ards Shirting Flannel(V,;) former pric' tOc, Oc

kJ,000 )ai'ds Dress (Tinghams, former price s and 10c, fAc-Ld. Mollit and wife were acretablv
surprised on last Friday evening by a 'JO pieces Dresi Flannels, former price 10c L c
number of young people. A verv
pleasant evening was spent.

We understand that Dick & Shafer
$11.50

8.00
5.00

ASTRACHAN CAPES, former price $38.00, now
PLUSH CAPES AND JACKETS, former price $1,200, now -
FUR CAPES, former price $7.50, now

have purchased a twenty-liv- e horse
power engine for their mill and will be
ready in a few days to commence busi
ness. We guarantee satisfaction to all. Come early as the

greatest bargains and best goods go first.
Village Council

Alma, Mich. Dec. 31.
Iti'tfUlar meeting of the lommon rnunr iinfthe villatro of Alma. Mich, at council rnnm on

above date.
rreernt. President Ely and Truster! Oar- -

KHt. Keily, llttker, Delavan Hnd Montlcel. nr.I niKtet- - UIhfs, Hbeont.
IheinlnuUB of the lar-- t reirulnr trn-tin--

ossaj bkhm asLtssb mm iwtim rtwviu
KLaujr bad noni j um&masssr ta&zawi rp read and upon motion approved.

uh- - iuiiiihiiik ciaiins were allowed and theIt rk instructed to msue nrdem f
K E Sblpina niuht watch iu r
W A liahlko att'j'8 fee ' ' 50
W .) Padclford cnir 1:1
V. L & O M Delavan nun :i :

: L & O M Delavan wo 1 m

(eo s Young surveyor 7 vi incus.w ulker plank i !

J M Montijrel Co w o kj
I M MontiKel iV Co 8 w up .'I
Ihp Howe ho ui
Win ronbtable, ho :
M C Dallas, street com 5 in
standard oil Co '. .tj

POLLASKY BLOCK, ALltflA, WilCH.

Cash paid for Eggs and Poultry.
H w KUison. ho 1 no
K Kernen, ft and ctge
II F Thompson, ho 1 ix

Motion ruado and Kui'Doried that the claim
of.! W Morton be referred to the committee
on claims. Motion carried.

Motion made and sunuorted that action in
thf matter of the claim ol J H Lancashire. A;
Co le del e rred ludHlnitely. Motion carried.

The special commissioner seut to
this country by the London Chronicle
to investigate the Venezuelan matter,
states the situation correctly when he
says that, while President Cleveland's
message was one of peace, "behind it
has sprung up national sentiment
which it would be utter madness on
the part of the English people to disre-

gard or underestimate." In other
words, the best thing Lord Salisbuiy
can do is to put himself in an aibitrat-lo- g

mood as soon as possible. $7,000$15,000
WORTH OFWORTH OF

Men's, Ladies' and
Children's Shoes
and Rubbers.

Clothing, Furnishing
Goods, Trunks, Valises
Hats, Caps, etc.

It is reported from across the water
that Lord Salisbury's position on the
Venezuela question 13 unchauged. It
is very noticeable, however, that there
Is a great deal more talk in England
of fixing up the matter without making
au enemy of Uncle Sam than was the
case a few days ago.

1 no comrauiee on j ire veparttnco) reportrelative to the matter 01 re lnBtatliiK the Alma
I ire DepHrtnient n the State Association that
they find ibat It is the wish of tbo Departmentthat such artiou le taken and that rucmt'cr--hi-

in the Association will lie ol much benefit
to the Almn Department.

Motion made and upportcd that The f ..")dollars be appropriated for t ho use of the De-
partment in training such reinstatement.

Upon motion council adjourned.T. A.Ki.y, kith A. Tl'biw.
President. Clerk.

Alma, Mich . Jau. 11. 18 5.
Regular meetidir of the common council of

the Village of Alnaa on abovedate.
There were present President Ely and Trus-

tees Olass, Garrett, Montljrel. Baker and Dela-
van. Trusteo Keily being absent.

Tho minutes or the last regular meetingwero read and approrcd.
Upon motion the following claims were al-

lowed and the clerk Instructed to issue orders
for same:
Jas Morrison, oak plank $ T r.5
1. 11 Hayt, supplies 3 US
W A l'adelford, eugim-cr'- salary n C5
I. II llayi, h o ., 10
Smith Ar Glass, w w o 1 :i
M C Dallas, street com 1 .'o
II .1 ermeulen, supplies I !M
K E Shlpman, night watch t 10
John Morton, w w o I mi
J hs Howe, ho 2 Oil
II I' Thompson, h o 1

b A Tubbs. pOKtago .VI

Motion uiade and stiiortcd that five hun
dred ($iOO.ix) dollars Ikj transferred liom the
general to the water fund. Motion carried.

Trustee Glass gave notice that at the neat
regular meeting of the common council he
would Introduce for passage an ordinanco to
bo known as Ordinance No. 2s of the Village of
Alma, an ordinance granting permlssien to tha
Gratiot County Telephone Co., an organization,
to erect, maintain and operate a telephone in
the Village of Almn.

On motion i?uu"ll aJjoutncU.
T. A.. Lir. s.-r- A. Ti.ITasldent. tterir.

Having sold my entire stock ol' Dry Goods, Carpets, etc., to Medler A-- Rogers I propone to close ot the
balance of mv stock and retire from the mercantile business.

Prices cm I1 lisl b Fire.
The United States still has nearly a

thousand million acres of land lor sale.
Leaving out Alaska, the government
land embraces r,o,b()3,l'J5 icres. A
war with Lugland would add Uritish
America, but the people of this country
are not anxious for war nor greedy for
more territory. You can buy good. at your own reasonable price. Come and get what you want at nearly ONE-HAL- F

PRICE. Don't wait as tiie best bargains go first.
Kruger's little republic is larger than

New York and New England combined.
Tbtt ia one reason why the British liuu F. E. POLLASKY, Alrna.it tnxiotis to get its paws on it.


